
Dear applicant,

Many thanks for your enquiry about becoming a co-worker at The Mount
Camphill.

We do think it is important for volunteers to commit themselves for a year and be
part of the community for the whole length of an academic school year if at all
possible.

We can offer you free accommodation (a single room in one of our four houses),
food and an allowance of £50.00 per week (during term time) to cover reasonable
expenses while living and working with us. 
    
You will be asked to involve yourself with our young adults with special educational
needs, aged 16 – 25 years, on all levels, e.g. getting them up, helping them at bed
time and during the day either help and support teaching in one of the houses, a
workshop or on the land. At the weekends, your support and initiative will be
needed in taking students out and providing activities for and with them.

The fully residential nature of the work makes considerable demands upon the
time and energy of all co-workers, but this is compensated by the richness and
value of experience to be gained while living in a community, which strives to
serve social, economic and spiritual ideals.
As life is rather hectic in any Camphill Community everybody takes one day off per
week and there are holidays for you to travel or visit home in the middle of
October for approx. 1 week, at Christmas and Easter for approx. 2 ½ weeks.  

The Mount provides training for those who come to work here. It is called The
Mount Introductory Co-worker Training Course and takes a three-fold approach
based on theory, practical work and art. It includes the legally required
induction/foundation subjects (e.g. First Aid, Food Hygiene, Health & Safety,
Communication & Interaction skills, Learning to learn, Festivals) and subjects
relevant to the ethos and philosophy of The Mount (History of Camphill,
Diagnostics, Human development, Crafts, Anthroposophical Medicine, etc). Our
whole way of living in community provides the context for the course, and the
subject matter is covered in 1-2 teaching sessions per week, during House
meetings and when celebrating the festivals. Assessment occurs through written
work, presentations, group discussion and tutor observation. 



We welcome any artistic gifts, especially musical, and would like to hear if you play
an instrument! There will be plenty of opportunities to play, e.g. at festivals.

If you are interested to apply as a volunteer with us, then return to us:

 The enclosed Application Form

 A police check
 

 A health certificate from your family doctor

 Two names and addresses of people from whom we can obtain a
reference (e.g. teachers, priests, work supervisors)

Whilst these documents are a legal requirement for anyone working with children,
young or vulnerable people, we would also like to point out that we feel
responsible for your well-being and a successful stay while you are with us. Please
answer therefore the questions on the application form to your best knowledge –
or get in touch with me should you have any questions.

We shall give preference to applicants over 19 years who have a good knowledge
of English.

We are looking forward to hearing from you soon and answer any questions you
might have in connection with this application.

With kind regards,
Yours,

Brigitte van Rooij
Brigittevanrooij@mountcamphill.org

What young co-workers said after a year in a Camphill place:

“ Living in this environment creates and stimulates growth of oneself and the
world at large”

“Taking responsibility is challenging”

“It was the most intensive, interesting, valuable and exhausting year I ever had”



Volunteering at The Mount Camphill: 
Some Frequently Asked Questions

MAY I USE YOUR PHONES? 
There is a pay/card phone here, which you may use, and you may receive phone
calls on our house phones, or you may bring your mobiles…(Best coverage with
T-mobile and O2 networks)

CAN I USE A COMPUTER/ ACCESS THE INTERNET? 
Trainee coworkers have use of two computers, with broadband internet access.

WHAT HOLIDAYS DO I GET? 
You will receive a holiday plan for the whole year (we are still working at it), but
your first holiday will be from the last week of October  for approx. 10 days and
the Christmas holiday starts around the 22nd of December.  Easter holiday starts
on Easter Monday for approx. 2 weeks. More info when you arrive in the
summer.

CAN I HAVE VISITORS?  
Yes, by arrangement, during the holiday time when the students are away.

HOW DO I GET AROUND?
The Mount is only a few minutes walking distance from the train station away.
There are regular direct trains to central London (Charing Cross Station)  and the
south coast. A return ticket to London costs approx. £ 13.00 and the trip takes
one hour. 
Bikes unfortunately are not a good idea around here as the roads are quite
unsafe… for a short trip to the village you might be able to borrow a bike from
somebody here.

DO I NEED MEDICAL COVER? 
See separate sheet on insurance.
IMPORTANT  If you arrive from a country outside the EC please bring along your
immunisation certificate as the customs officer will otherwise give you an
appointment for a TB screening, which might delay your entrance.

DO I NEED MY OWN BED LINEN? 
No, bed linen and towels etc are provided.

WILL I RECEIVE TRAINING? 
Training is given  to every volunteer in a 3-fold way based on theory, practical work and
art. Subjects include First Aid, Food Hygiene and Health and Safety as well as subjects
relevant to the ethos and philosophy of The Mount, e.g. history of Camphill, diagnostics,
human development, crafts etc. These subjects are covered in 1 – 2 formal teaching
sessions per week, during house meetings and at festival celebrations. 
The course is currently under revision in order to achieve state accreditation and therefore
participants need to be assessed accordingly. This requires some written work,
presentations and review meeting, but no exams.

And a some helpful tips – from our current co-workers: 
When you are packing, please remember to bring along:
 A cookery book
 An alarm clock
 Rubber boots and rain/workwear (English weather!)
 Smart clothes for formal occasions

 


